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O LORD, IT IS GOOD FOR US TO BEHERE
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Plans are well under way for this year's Fall Festival, our twentieth, and we hope for the good
weather and spirit of celebration that happily macked last year's event. The near pecrfect weather
provided the :ighi': atmosphere for square dancing, barbershop harmeny and the concert chorale sing-
ers. Beocause of the late restoration of out bridge, preparations: were somewhat tenuous with' the
resuit that we so0ld v of ;ust of the ditems eariy in the day. Despite the general disaster sit—

ation in the area some 12,000 people turned:cut and zeemed to

=

enjoy themselves. The raffle as you know 1s our one annual financial

ppeal. We would nelther Iike to over-emphasize nor under-emphasize

(]

he sconomic importance of the festival for the monastery. For those
of you who cannot support the raffle for whatever reason and ‘would
iikxe to help us in some other fashion we suggest sending trading

stamps of all kinds and inwvite you to move out any itfems oild or new

FALL FESTIVAL

that might be sold off in our street of shops.




DEAR FRIENDS OF MOUNT SAVIOUR,

Every six vears all the Abbots and Prigrs of independent monastecies throughout the world that
are part of the Benedictine Confederation come together at the monastery-college of Sant!’

Anselmo in Rome. Durling the past three years I have had the privilege and blessing of being the

i

nglish-speaking representative on the Commissien which iz prepariang the section on Monastie

ife for the International Congress this September. The theme chogen for the Congress is 'Tlhe !

-

Exnerience of God' and the Commission has published twenbty-one articles on this theme in five |
languages so that monks can discuss thess papers and exchange their own sxperience of the
Spicit.

"Monastic Studips?, the jourmal we publish at Mount Saviour, carries the English edition: of
elghteen of these articles. Many of you are familfar with issue 8 dedicated to Rev. Father

Damssus Winzen. I would warmly recommend issue #9 and invite vou to join us at the Congress in

this way. The: £5.00 is much iess expensive than going to Rome--and a lot less exciting tood
This stody and effort of monks fo deeped their own vocation in seeking God will have its poWwsr— |
ful ramifications in all who sesk him. Thanks to a modest grant from the De Rancé Foundation to
aid our publication, Issues will be sent to the very poor monasteries and convents in the Third
World. I ask vour prayers for the success of the Congress, and 1n) thanking God for the parct
that we at Mounkt Sayvicur have been able to play in it.
pfficial business took us to Rome and official business brought the ‘Abbot Primate Rembert
Weakland and his secretary, Father Damien Kraus, to us from B8-13 January. The Bepedichbine
Confederation is made up of asscciztions of monasteries or congregations and a few independent
monasteries including Mount Saviour. Every thres years the Abbot Primate must make a ¥Visitation
of the independent monasterles under his cara. The role of a Viaitator L=z very much like that
of a friend—a most demanding relationship. He is not a protector nor a sycophant. Nelther is
he a spy nor an ostrich. He sust be an ‘especial friend of the bridegroom Christ whose dwelling
this-is.
We met with Abbot Rembert and discossed 'position papers! written by members of the community in

the mornings, and had private Interviews in the afterncons and evenings. In that way he was

able to obtain a rather accurate picture of us as we functlon together and as we are

individually. He has visited the
Community informally and officially
at other times durcing, the past six
years and is aware of our growth and
shortcomings. How different from the
‘political® investigations now going
on in our counktry. EDEE John called
the Council in order "...toc show in°®
its true light and restore to its
real value the guality of human and

Christian




1ife of which the Church - -has been ‘the mistress: thooughiout the centuries.™ Cectainly a Visitation a=s a
dimension of Benedictine 1ife shows by 1ts skriking —ontrast the climate of mutesl trust and confidence
- cerzaintqua!ity of human and Chriskblan life. We thank Abbot Rembert for his continued care and for

his words quoting St. Peter at the Mount of the Transfiguration '...it 15 good to'be herel!

Thers are many things to write abouk, bub ‘since we are talking abcut 'how good it 1s to he here', I

wolild Iike Eo tell you''how we are usilng the Damasus Winzen Memorial Endowment. We invested the prin-
cipai and should realize a litfle gver il,UDU 2 year for its purposes.

We were able to bring Fr Burkhard Meunheuser osb here to work on the voluminouns papers of Fr Damasus.
They have been friends since novitiate days at Maris Laach. Fr Burkhard has published articles in Ger—

man and English and is tha director of the Liturgical Institute of the International Benedictine

College Iin Rome. S50 he brought the talents of a scholars and the love of a friend to his work. He was

added blessing Too 311 of us was that he hrought himself, It iz so en—
courajing to se= soooans whose human qualitias have besn eanhanced by
50 .yeass of monastic life and monastic iife graced by such i pacaon.
He-was a living lesson, as was FrDamasus,; of what It moans to ba a
mank: “"Always a novice; always ready to go on to new things'. He did an
enormous amount of worky but =o did Fr Dasasuys! So there 1z a 1ob yet

b cone,

Mr=z George Winter and Johannes Linn are gathecing and editing mescirs,
bicgraphical matecisl, and letbers we lntend to publish hasl a book. We
are in a translation bog at the moment but as sSoon A5 wWe are Clear of

it -there will be mora to say about thelr work and the publication.

There were 12 pesple "living=in'! tha community with us last rommer.
They share our situation fully and last summer that meant serving the flood stricken in this area. It
was not exactly what we had planned! We thank you for your continued support so that we may continue
to plan to make hnsﬁitality cur special care (Rom 12;13: 1-Peter 4,9).

After mpuch prayer.and consideration; FrAelred Wall has come to the: conclusi-n that he-should retire
as Prior of Christ 'in the Desert. We will certainly defer to his lights in this decision because of the
wisdom and faresight he has shown in founding and quiding tﬁis Monastery. He has carried through™its
building phase to make it what must be the most beautiful monastery in the world. He had the vision to
found it in the heart of the cldast Catholic Culture in the New World, amidst Native American cultures,
and near a famous Preshyterian Conferénce Center -at Ghost Ranch. We are filled with wonder and admira—
tion =t the fruits of his laborcs these past sight years.

Fr Aclred will zlwavs be remesbered as the Founder of Christ in the Desert and his charism will ressin



forever in its spirit. T have decided to appoint Fr Gregory Borgstedt as Prior. We know this will

us in prayers of thanksgiving for Fr Aelredts labors and that he may continue to serve God's peo-

ple. We ask your continued prayers and support for Fr Gregory and the monks who make Christ known

ard loved so much among us.

In Christ. )/u,.uj:\:h

Dear Friends.of the Monastery,

EDESERT

be 2 source of ‘confidence ‘and joy to the many friends of Christ in the Desert. We ask you to join

Iin accepting the responsibilities of Prior I want first of all to express deéeep gratitude for

the foundation which Father Aelred has-estabiiched, thus epnabling us to bulld on it -with con-
. : e it e —- T R . - ——
TTHence. WHat one Finde here is, under the providénce of God, due to Fath Ted s eiiorts

tempiative, monastic lfe;, and realized 1t to & considerable degree-3n the course of almost

nine difficult vears.,
We all know how couragecusly and genercusly he struggled Lo build thi=s monastery, both
owe him more gratitude for what ‘he has accompiished than it is possible to put intec

-
ooy

CHRIST INTt

words. May he.enjoy the rest and relief from the superior's burdens and the good health and

happiness he =o richly deseryas,

Please pray that we may grow spiritoallsy in this desert which thanks To him and to your help is

alsc scomething of i an ocasis. And be assured that we consider it one of our greatest and most cher=

ished responsibilities to remember youl dn our prayers.

Very sinceraly ycurs in Christ

‘-
Monastery of Christ in the Desert \

Abiguin, New Mexico B7510 Father Gregory Borgstedt, 0.5.8.

The study-progranm during the winter dealt with "sy=bol,
myth and rirtoal .M It s not an easy topic — one can be
aware of szymbols and use them, without being able to say
what a symbol 1s. ThiZ iz no difficulty when sy=bols

are current and Eiving = at Mount Saviour we have tha
heritage of Father Damasu=* teaching on the octagonal
chapel, the prightness of the upper chapel, the dark

crypt beneazth with the Mgther and /Child in the center,

SYMBOL,MYTH RITUAL ‘

He established not only a most beautiful menastery. Above all he had a vi=sion of simple, con-

spiritually and materially. Besldes all of us who are hers and all of you, countless others,




But his teaching wlll fade with time, and developments in the liturgy, in religious life, in
our nation, will demand of us all a practical ability to recognlze and deal with the aymbols we
need. It seemed best to ask speakers to focdus our attention on various aspects of "symbol,!" and
thi= was done 'in the autumn, beginning With Father Thomas Berry of Fordham Unbersity, who ds the
general guide of our study Drogram.

After Christmas Professor Dawid Miller of Syracuse University canme for a weskend and spokeiof
myth, according to the strong sense of the word —— It is myth that conveys the meaning of ‘our
historical actions. In his concluding talk he challengsd us to rehearse the “myth™ of Mount
Saviour and the "myth" of Saint Bensdict which express to us the meaning of the 1ife we have

been called to.

The two sections of our proaras on symbolicm and onomych
were concluded with mini-symposia =— mini; in comparison
with the Word Out of ‘Silence Symposium held here last
August. On three evenings members of the community spoke
for 10-i5 minutes eachion relevant topics on which they
haé been reading: and each evening afterthree Ealks
there was time -for questions-and discussion.

The third section opened with & weekendiof talks by
Professor Richard Pillgrim of Syracuse University on
ritual, and concluded with the Easter Vigil. Here again
we have the memories of Father Damasus' teaching, and
this year we blessed the new fire out of doors npnear his

grave, in the monks' cemetery west of the-chapal.

Two encounters, both on the subject of myth, tcok place late, -after its propsr season. Erlo and Anne
Van Wawversn, Jungian depth-psychologists in New York City, spoke of the theory and practice of their
teacher, C.5.Jung, and analysed some &f the brothers' dreams. Mrs Hogh Franklin, whe has written sto—
ries for children (and adults) under her maiden name of Madeleine L'Engle, spoks to us of writing, and
of the writer's response to the Spirit who blows whera He wills and has frequently made use of fﬂ!:y
stocies toc teach the truthe.

The education of a community of lay monks, such as this cne -- améng us are all degrees of previous
learning and of zeal -——, and the creating of a common mind as'well as a common heart, 1s a great
challenge. We are grateful to Father Tom EBerry for suggesting the framework within which we move =nd

for his many visits, and to Brother Francis for working to produce this year®s fruitful program.



A cantexplative symposium on spirftual traditions held at Mount Saviour Monastery in August 1972
provided insights into 3 Mone world spiclituslitv™ emecging in our time from the convergence of many
historic religions. The wesk-iong convocation for one—bhundred-fifky perticipanis engaged in spiritoal
service in university and religiocus communities was itsslf an event in 'this evolution. Liturgies, med-
itation disciplines, conference and diaslogue were shared. The gathering of spiritual pilgrims was ser—

ved by masters from many parts of the world; some are seen in prayer in the chapel, loft to right:

celebrated author Alan Watts; wogi Ram Dass,
formerly Richard Alpect; Fordha= Prof.
Thomas Berry; Zen master J. Sasaki Roshi &
Zen abhess Gesshing Hindu Catholic theolo-
gian Raimundo Panlkkar; Greek Archimandrite
Kallistos: Yoga Swaml Venkatesanandsag
Muslim Pir Vilayat Khan; counter-culture

guruy Swami Satchidananda.

CASSETTE TAPES AVATLABLE OF THE PROCEEDINGS:

WORD QOUT OF SILENCE SYMPOSI\UVM

17 DAYID STEINTL-RAST, Mank of Mount Savicor, Envirotment 10 GREED, RACISHM & EVIL, Sarah S=all se) Others. Intro. by Co—

Gor, Flace, space, tine dofine Benediz=ioe contamalative director Phckard Manpgs Ecusesical Center. Polirlbles poe=
®. Soaday Venpors agny By the Heskes. (50 min. ) 15,00 docing evil in-human nitore £ sosietlss oxploped=ppokozmen
3 F
3/ RAISENDO PANINFAN, Profonasr Univ. of Calif., Siience b Feom Leraran cellylons) (I ats 00
Wopd: H 1 1AL « Hirdy scciptures ceveal Wor 11/ MANTRA PRAYEA, Swaml Satchidansnda ) Othera. lntro. Foune
A= Imcarmation Of anca or the Fatner: Eesponass (00 =min.) der world=wide Integral Yoga Isstitute. Myaticol prayer ln
$B.00 primal Mopd of fod. lindu, Suff, Catkolic & Opthodid Chris-— |
x 1, "
3/ JOSHT SASAXD ROSHI & GLSSHIN CHEWEY, saster & abbess, Wt e e e s T R LT
Saldy Zen Center; Callfornin, Zen, the Baob of Relwg, Flite == s
ixsariente Lapsng subjeck-ablect dlemeotosy: [RIpORIED, 13/ FWRISE SERVICE, Alan Watts. Mastric sscvice, wors'lpful
goesticms onf Ten practice. (135 minm. 2 cascettes) $313.00 pure =ound s introdbction’ Eo contemplative 1ituroy. {
47 DOCREISTIC LITURGY, -Homan: Ribe, Moumt Savioor: Mocks - (+0 minf $5.00 A
(S0 A=) SE.03° Sy — 13/ FIR VILAYAT IMAYAT KHAN, Heps of #uniim Sufl Order In West, 1
- - u¥i gt e
B/ uamT VERFATZCAMANDA, World rensemed voga tescher, Mauritius —— N T R |
e e e 2 . - personal groWth - to In touch with divinalcosmic
Indinr Ooean, - Eole of Goru dn Ahiess. Bozan being an ahiman, 3 . LB min. ) $6.00
perfect Integration,, manlseataties oo Sivi=e Lighi, thHe . =
Gorn: reymeeges. (120 min. 3 cax ¢ 12.06 14/ %9 TORKEE & SHRHTDA VON BRIESEW, ariginal memhace ol New i
— . ) = gal comm, i Commaonip 5 i :
6/ comerenr 6 T XTI, CoNvERSERSE G2 ATLIOIONE, Aliioie pesicar eligious comns, Lo o Senhlon
inire. by Francis Martin, scriptice schalar,; charlsmatic mﬂlﬁ-&" f— r ¥ o
commnity in Rome] with Thomaa Bearry of fﬁ.‘!‘s-'!ﬂlq. n = aean-Inalin:s WEi Franl Erodls T o0 mina 11 15,00
Panikiar, Alan Wakts, H. Vachon of Mentreal, Swaml 15/ JeifT SERVICE, Shlomo Caclebach. Mystic flres in Hasidic
farckisanands, atc. L160 min. 3 caseestes} $14.00 seegar folkeinger=robil loved in many. packts of the wecld,

T/ RAM DRSS ALFIRT, yagl, Tobwer Macvard paychology peofessor, 50 min,) 16.00
st Cpn Eav-eif 1 Eoall I Entejration 16/ COSMIC CMAISTIAN LITURSY, celeirated by Ralmundo Fanikkar.

theangy Sedltation of practical u n-recosci Ting polar- Czamic & human danee of the ¥ord of Gode offecing nacred |
Ikles fm our fragaented noclsty. Ferssaal sapecience Lo mlementz. Natice, cesdinzs & ocations of several celliglous I
Indin. (&5 min.} $5.00 tradiiiena. Frofound ecological secvice. (90 =in.) -38.00

8/ ExCEasIsTIC LITURGY, Hoe-Rite, Fressiz Marsin cwith 17/ ALAX SATTS, Christian-Soddhist vislessry author B lecturer,
Foont - Sawiour Mooks. EED mif. starec) 55,00 Dalew dn Contemplatioh, Srue Srampcendental neditﬂuim i i

— = et RS Topics nesding axploration in escoumter of Christianley

Y Fresion: thattans & Lovas Solfl LAl Easeess 1n O:eh other religiona--Watts & others. (120 min 2 cassettes) $13.00
Cariztianicsy. Spicitual autharity & =isciplesnip in Choist= 15/ DVERYDAY COMNTEMPLATION, concludisg choervations by spokessen
lan Eaa=; Jewizh Hanld repponses & othera. (90 '=in.) 56000 several religlous traditicns. Beacitodes sung by Mount

Zavicuc Monkao. (30V=in.) $6.00
15/ COMPLETE SET SUMSOSIUN TAPES [2) cassettes) 1125.00

123456789101 1213 1415 16 17 18 19 - PLEASE CIRCLE NUMBERS DESIRED, PRINT NAME
& ADDRESS N SPACE RELOW, TEAR OFF : ENCLOSE PAYMENT (Post free: N.Y State resiudents add ?Ktﬂ!},
MAILTD MOUNT SAVIOUR SHOP, PINE QITY, NY 14871




