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Dear Friends of Mount Saviour,

The Easter evant is altogether extraordinary and entirely unprecedented. But it was and is
prepared for by the most ordinary and pressing events of opur lives. Somehow this has always been A
the pattern of God's working with us. The liberation of Israel which David accomplished by over— o
coming Goliath and the Philistihes was prepared for day after day and night after night in watch-
ful concern for his father's flock. He gradually acguired the courage and skill to slay liom or
bear which endangered the sheep. OCur liberation from Satan and sin accomplished by Jesus was pre-
pared for gradually in the labor of cbedience at Nazareth, in the fasting =and temptatlion of the
desert, by the work in the cities of ‘Gallilee and Judea. He watched 2nd now walbtches. He gives
us not only his peace — his own relationship with the Father; but he gives us this word which the
Father gave him: "WATCH! Watch with me.”

The photos by Br. Peter and Br. Pierre show our preparation here at Mount Savicur - day
after day and rniight after night in very ordinary tasks. Somehow we must come bo know the glory
of Ged in all things before we can come teo know that special glory of the resurrection whose o
and splendor is operative in us even nowW.

Americans, and Westerners in general, are often accused of impatience and ones thing we
do seem to be impatient about is preparation. One dimension of the command to WATCH is to be pre-
pared. Even the boy scouts understand this! But do we understand that Christ in geing to prepare
a place for us is inviting us to prepare & place for him - who has no place te lay his head.
What could be sweeter than the voice of the Lord calling to us! We imitate Christ in a very real

and wonderful way as we prepare for the joy of Easter, the glory of the Resurrection.

To prepare is to express the relationship to God which we call contemplation. Moses pre—
pared the Tent of Meeting with the Lord after the pattern given him by God on Mt. Sipai. The Temple
in Jerusalem alsc represented the dwelling of God in heaven. Our mass canon prays that '...these
things be carried to your altar on high...that as many of us who by participation at this altar
{in the Church)...' Jesus has gone to prepare a place for us and we h2re prepare a place for him.
This double preparation of place — the temple in heaven and the temple on earth, the dwelling of
God in heaven and the dwelling of God on earth — is one me2aning of con-templation. We build toge-
ther two temples ds one. We do on earth what God 'does' in heaven. 'Thy xingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven' to guote a well known source!

We send this Chronicle as a very ordinary bit of mail. But to make you aware that your
courage and compassion in routine and pressing things are daily building you as a temple of the
Lord and supplving you with a strength with which you exult under any 'weight' of glory Christ

will share with you on the day of cur full resurrecticon. Let your h=arts take courage, all you

who hope in the Lord. 3 .
In Christ,

‘ Sheato

Emilic Del Junco
friend of Mount Saviour
1916-1974




