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= By now most of you know that Father Gregory Borgstedt
died on the ninth of December. He was “home for Christ-
mas” in the truest sense of those words. The present liturgy
of the Anointing of the Sick enabled us to give him this
powerful sacrament on several occasions during the past two
years. On the feast of the Immaculate Conception the com-
2 . munity assembled in his room when we would ordinarily be
Ak saying None, and prayed over him and anointed him. He
asked our forgiveness for all his disedifying behavior and for
N 3 any offense he had given. Then he thanked us for giving him
- such a happy life. It was like blessing all of us with the joy
R of his spirit. He was very weak but very much alive. The fol-
lowing evening, while we were singing Vespers, he quietly
slept away. His sister, Mrs. Joseph Weinert, was with him atthe
time. Brother Luke had been with him most of the afterncon,
and some of us were going to return to be with him during the
night. But instead his was the return. As a child, he has returned to the Father. “I will lic down in
peace and sleep comes at once.” He had sung this verse from Psalm 4 every might during the forty-
seven years of his monastic life. Now there was more truth to it than ever before.

He is buried alongside of Father Damasus in the same “dormitory” with Brother Christopher
Claas and Brother Lawrence. The funeral mass brought together Father Gregory’s surviving brother
and sister and their children—his extended family —a number of our alumni, the monks of Weston,
oblates and friends, clergy, religious and laity. Willie Romagosa and Brother Pierre shared the dir-
ection of the choir and blended the voices time and distance had aged. It was like fine cognac. It
was Father Gregory who distilled all this for us to present with him to the Lord. We thank God for
these moments so full of the past, the present and the joys to come.

I am writing this on the twenty-ninth of March, which is exactly twenty-five years to the day since
Father Placid and Father Bernard came as the first monks to “stay” at Mount Saviour. How much we
owe to those who come before us! We recently found some old correspondence of Father Damasus
that makes it clear he never would have made this foundation without Father Gregory. The desire
and the call were there, but the one thing necessary, a collaborator with whom Father Damasus
could be of one heart and one mind, was still missing. Now the two of them are here to stay. There
was always a community at Mount Saviour because these two brothers lived as one. And as it was
with the two of them, so it was with every one of the founders and collaborators, religious and laity,
who made it possible for us to be here. It is not as if they shared some proportional percentage of
effort. Rather it was the total gift of self, and so a crucial contribution without which the founda-
tion would have failed.

Time and again Father Gregory went out to gather enough money to keep us going another few
months. When Father Damasus was sick and away for over a year, Father Gregory was superior. For
those of us who lived with him, his real glory comes from his being a column of strength, a constant
support in all the day’s burdens and the weight of responsibilities that are the lot of mankind. He was
subprior, novice master, workmaster, master of ceremonies, oblate director, and cellarer—and some
of these all at the same time. The only job he didn’t have was guestmaster. But his efforts with our
liturgy, and the sharing of his talents and enthusiasm in his field with so many others, his extensive
contacts in ecumenical work, and the endless hours of counseling young and old alike, only show
that he lacked the title, not the function. Then at an age when most of us look for repose, or at least
respite, Father Gregory took up the life of our foundation in New Mexico, Christ in the Desert
Monastery, and he was miraculously born again. He loved the Southwest and its people, and he radi-
ated with a new brightness that rivaled the desert sun. He managed this as he managed everything
without losing, misplacing, or disordering the loves and the life he had known in the East. He was
always a special person. He was truly monk and a gentle man. And we miss him.




COLLOQUIUM

A colloquium assembled at Mount Saviour, March 1821, ro consider

“the love of God and of our neighbor as manifested in the twelfth cen-

tury in religious solitude, community and service.

Father Ambrose Wathen, a monk of Saint Joseph Abbey in Louisi-
ana, pointed out that monastic life in its origins was pluralistic. Beside
the eremitic tradition thar arose in the Egyptan desert, formed and de-
scribed by Ewvagrius and John Cassian, there were the cenobitic tradi-
tions of south Egypt (Pachomius), 2 Basilian tradition also in the East,
and an Auvgustinian tradition in the Latin West. Saint Benedict was
aware of all of these: to a considerable extent the Rule will have the
content of the particular tradition in whose light you read it.

Giles Constable, professor of history at Harvard, spoke of the great
variety of expressions of religious life in the twelfth century, and the
freedom with which passage was made from one to another, for exam-
ple-from-a communiry into solitude and vice versa. -

Carolyn Bynum, of the Harvard Divinity School, described the regu-
lar canons of the twelfth century, distinguishing their spirituality from
that of the monks. While the monks were, in general, concerned to seek
God and serve their brothers within the cloister, the canons desired “to
teach by word and by example,”" employing a broader definition of
the neighbor.

Saint Francis of Assisi"s imitation of Christ and the problems it poses
for us today—the impossibility of a literal following of Christ, and the
difficulties of Saint Francis' attitude to nature—were the subject of 2

alk by Brian Tierney, professor of history at Cornell.

Discussions each cvening of the colloguium were led by Rozanne
Elder, of the Cistercian Institute at Western Michigan University.

The final discussion, on Sunday morning, dealt with monastic ex-
pressions of the dual love, of God and of neighbor, in the twentieth
century, and focused especially on hospitality.

We are grateful to our oblate, Mary Woodward, who organized the
program, znd who will contribute a report on the colloquium to
Monastic Studies/12.

Pictured below are Rozanne Elder, Fatber Keith Egan, O, Carm., Fatber
Ambrose Wathen, Carolyn Bynum and otber participants during an
evening discussion
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Father Martin, Giles Constable and Mary Woodward on a
sumny afternoon during the colloguium
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Same of our participants totally engrossed at one of the
presentations

Fatber Vincent Crosby, of St. Vincent Archabbey, with
some of our Cistercian brethren from the Abbey of the
Genesee and other participants

Brother Anthony Weber, |
of the Abbey of the
Genesee, and Brian
Tierney



VISITATION

Abbot Primate Rembert Weakland has the
obligation of an official visitation of Mount
Saviour every three years. Abour five other
monzsteries are in the same situation as we
arc, belonging to the larger Benedictine
Confederation, without being within or, part
of a smaller Congregation. He can delegate that
duty and wants to get us used to someone else
coming as his representative. He suggested we
choose somec one or oncs to be with him for
the 1976 visitation. The visitation is for fra-
termal help and encouragement, and not pri-
marly zn inspection by the district attorney
or the indaws. We chose Father John of Weston
as 2 Benedictine confrere and Abbor Edward of
Berryville, the Trappist abbey near Washington,
D.C. The days between the third and tenth of
January were filled with blessing and the peace
that enly Christ can give. It was like a retreat.
Each one of us met with the three visitators, and they lived our daily schedule, sharing our morning mectings and reflecting with
us to cvaluate where we were doing weil or not so well. The community is deeply grateful 1o cach of these monks, and for this
expericnce of monastic structure and monastic persons. We long for and pray for the day when all human affairs will be con-
ducted in the manner of our visitation.

NEW APPOINTMENTS

It would be ideal if everyone in the monastery could have the experience of cvery task and responsibility. It isn't entirely possi-
ble, of course, but it does scem wise to give an opportunity to cxpericnce a variety of roles and serviees. With this in mind, we
appointed Brother Gabriel Duffee subprior and assistant novice master. lle and Father James Cronen and 1 will be the vocation
team. Father James Cronen will be herdsman of our dairy farm, and Brother Pierre Pratte will be the guestmaster. Brother Peter
Leinenweber will continuc as editor of Monastic Studies. 1 am very proud and happy with the way Father James Cronen and
Brother Peter carried out their former ministrics, and we ask the prayers and encouragement of all for Brothers Gabriel and Pierre.

RECOMMENDED BOOKS by Father Martin

NEW! Pubiications of Father Damasus’ commentaries:
The Great Sabbath Rest
This 1s probably the best thing he ever wrote. It is of
special imeliness ar Easter, bur its value isn't time
bound, and
The First Love
a wondérful scrmon based on 2 phrase in the Book

of Revelation, Both of these in one small volume,  $1.00
Commentary on Psalm One, with an Introduction to

the Psalms £1.00
Commentary on Compline Psalms 4, 90,133 $1.00
Preaching the New Lectionary, by Reginald Fuller. £7.00

This 15 a mear perfect pift for 2 priest or lector, but

15 also an invaluable antidote for the ordinary par-

ishoner against poor sermons. Paperback.
Cycles of Affirmation: Psychological essays on Chris-

tian Living, by Dr. Jack Dominian. §5.95

Wonderful insights about marriage and religious life

by an English psychiatrist. Exceptional even in an

arca of an overabundance of literaturc. Paperback.
The Assault on Authority: Dialogue or Dilemma,

by Wm. Meissner, An American Jesuit psychiatrist

writes 2 bogk thar | can strongly recommend for

anvone in, under, or alongside authority.

§7.95
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The Founder of Christianity, by C.H. Dodd. 5195
By a man of profound scholarship, deep Christianity
and wisdom. No foomortes. Very, very good. Paper.
The Spiritual Renewal of the American Priesthood.  $1.25
This sleeper somehow got on the marker, The title
would pucroff the relizgious or layman, Bur ina very
few pages this is the best vade mecwm on spiritualicy
for Americans yvou'll find. Just substitute ‘'man’ or
‘woman’ for 'priest” and yvou've got it. Paperback.
About Love, by Joseph Pieper.
We just want yvou Piepers to know he has another
book out. Hardcover.
Loss and Change, by Peter Marris.
The first authoritative theory of change and the
need of predicting events and the continuity of
meaning. Paperback. a
The Denial of Death, by Ernest Becker.
A Pulivzer Frize Winner. We live with the illusion
that will never die and so distort our lives. This is a
moving, important and necessary work that speaks
not only to the social scientists and theologians but
to all us finite creatures. Paperback.

$6.95

$2.95

$2.95
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