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CHRISTIAN HOPE:
Firstborn child of the Resurrection

“Faith is the Sanctuary-lamp . . . Charity is that great
fire of wood . . . but my hope (God says) is the flower
and the fruit and the leaf and the branch and the
sprig and the growth and the germ and the bud. And
she is the growth and the bud and the flower of
Eternity itself.” So writes the French poet, Peguy, of
Faith the loyal wife, Charity the fervent mother and
—hppe the very little girl. It is Peguy's genius to
:cognize it is actually little hope who is leading the
“other two. He used capitals for Faith and Charity,
but hope is generally without one. Perhaps it was his
humility, perhaps because she was so little, or
perhaps, [ say it with great reverence and respect,

he never knew Christian Hope. Our Lord indicated
this difficulty when he admonished us: “Pray always
and don't loose heart."” The answer to our prayer is
that we don't loose Hope but the hope which inspires
our prayer isn't necessarily the Hope which is born
of it. Christian Hope is an especially peculiar breed
of hope.

During Advent and throughout the Christmas
Season, we experience our Christian Hope as an
already possessing of what we hope for but not in
the way it will be possessed. With every creature we
look forward to the fullness of being and the
freedom of the children of God. In the one Hope we



know that Christ has come and that in his dead and
risen humanity we already possess the rudiments of
the glory we hope to obtain. It is a Hope that looks
backward to what already was and forward to
something which is not yet. Our NOW isthe dynamic
interchange of this strange mix.

During the public life of Jesus we witness the
change in the hope of the disciples which is quite
like the change that can take place in our own hope.
He gradually becomes so different from what they
hoped that they gradually lost both heart and that
hope. It is necessary that we loose our firstborn hope.
They regained heart and Hope but it was only in this
regained state, now considerably transformed and
even transfigured and transubstantiated, that we can
speak of Christian Hope.

If you can become like a little child for a moment,
it may help to get a handle on this rather odd
phenomenon of Christian Hope. Imagine that it is
last Christmas and you are longing for a cabbage
patch doll with all the hope of your aching heart and
bones. Consider for a moment the persons from
whom vou hope to receive this wonderful doll. They
are the suppliers-of-cabbage-patch-dolls. What or
who else are they? As long as your hope is on that
doll, they can be no more than the suppliers-of-
cabbage-patch-dolls. Because you are locked into
this one hope, you have thereby locked them into
a category which completely defines them. Can that
person gel across to you their love? They cannot!
You'd insist they could, but you don't realize you
have defined love in terms of the cabbage patch doll.
That is what happens with all our self-centered
hopes. Can you recognize their love for you? No, you
cannot. It is a hopeful situation with regard cabbage
patch dolls, but that anything else be communicated,
it is hopeless.

Unless something happens to the doll, or to you,
you are stuck with one hope — that scraggly doll.
And it is hopeless for anyone to try to get anything
else across to you: truth, care, or Hope included. As
the child, you have to be able to see through the giit,
even through your parents as the givers-of-the-gift,
to a goodness or beauty or quality in them more
wonderful than that of doll-giver which dosen't
relate only to you. Or there are just more dolls
coming. :

You, as this child, need to get over a perfectly
natural self-centerdness. You need to change your
attachment lo the doll. You need to experience the
goodness of the other which is not related to your
hope. Finally, you need to realize the other initiated
the process of gift giving to begin with. It was not
cause and effect: in other words, it didn’t happen
through your manipulation.

It is similar for ourselves and God in the context
of Christ. What is central is not what we hope for
but what he hopes for. Quite a change must take
place in the core of our being for this to happen. A
certain waiting and patient endurance is essential

to it. Finally, we need to recognize the initiative of
God in our lives — it is not the answer to our prayers.
Otherwise we are manipulating God, a thing Christ
refused to do in his desert temptation.

We are rather like the child in that our hope i
always for some thing to which we can attach
ourselves. This thing will bring happiness and
fulfillment, or at least it will be a means to happiness
and fulfillment. This is neither Christian Hope nor
hope in God. God is no-thing. True, everything
comes from God and is capable of leading us back
to God. For this to happen, all four of the "needs”
mentioned above must be operative. This allowing
ourselves to be led by the thing is an example of a
change in attachment to the thing. The other three
must take place as well to unlock our childish and
unchristian hope. Neither the apostles nor we seem
to realize how difficult and painful a process it is
to come to know by experience that only the Lord
and his reign are worth waiting for and hoping for.
A willingness must come about in the core of our
selves that allows the depth of our being to change
in accord with this Hope.

Our Advent Hope is seasoned and altered during
that part of the year when we follow the Lord in his
active ministry. We come to realize that what may
begin as a personal hope towards God and eternal
life is incapable of fulfillment in any recognizably
Christian sense, if it remains an individual or merely
subjective hope. It shocks us when we first hear it

but the active ministry of Jesus was incomplete ane—

insufficient to sustain Christian Hope. Christianity
is ultimately based on the total work of Christ and
therefore includes his death and resurrection. The
humanity of the risen Lord is the same humanity he
had on earth, but it has been profoundly affected
since his death by the power of God. For one thing,
it is no longer individual. It comprises a new unity
not only with God but also with certain human
people. For hope to be Christian, it must at some
point be involved in this unity which is the total
Christ. To be Christian doesn’t mean to be an in-
dividual who follows the individual Jesus Christ and
who derives his hopes from the teaching and
parables of his active ministry. Christian has always
meant someone who is related to the unity which is
Christ, both head and members.

Canon IV of the Mass says the work of Christ was
completed by his sending the Spirit “So that we can
live no longer for ourselves but for him." In other

‘words, what was not possible for anyone before

Pentecost, including Mary and the apostles, is now
possible for people in historical time. This is what
Jesus means by the least in the kingdom of heaven
is greater than John the Baptist. Our situation after
the death and resurrection of the Lord and his gif
of the Spirit is different from the situation of anyone—
who lived before Pentecost. Our Hope can arise
from the unity which is Christ and God and our-
selves. Their hope could not rise until he had risen.



At one stroke, our self-centerdness is replaced by
the new center of our life hidden with Christ in God:
God is our possession for ever: the goodness we
experience is the relationship within God and into

__vhose fellowship we are called and united: the God

who loved us first sent Jesus to embody that love in
a way that would engage our human response. God
didn't need to do this for us: God loves to do this for
everyone and everything.

It is this new "us", personal, certainly, and unique
in each of us, but precisely as the visible unity of
the Beloved Community — this new us which is the
seed of Hope and the Sprig and the Growth and the
Germ and the Bud, the seed of glory, the new leaven

NEWS ITEMS:

@ Br Victor Kenney of Philadelphia made final
profession and received monastic consecration of 2
February, the Feast of the Presentation of Our Lord,
It was a special joy to celebrate this event with Br
Victor's family and a number of Oblates and friends.
Baptism originates in God's eternal love and is
manifest in God's saving acts in history. Old

«_+'estament events such as the Exodus are its

analogues. The Supporting Faith of the Church in
our individual baptisms is its present sign and the
Sacrament looks forward to its completion when we
are plunged into the fullness of divine life in the final
resurrection. Br Victor's profession presents us with
that totality as he lives it out amoung us. We are
enormously grateful to him, to his family and
friends, and to the entire monastic tradition which
are now parl of the Mystery of Christ in our midst.
® The Community of Christ in the Desert asked to
be separaled from us and to join the Subiaco
Congregation. The transfer was effected in early
January. We pray they will receive every blessing
in their new situation.

@ Mt Saviour and 12 other Trappist and Bene-
dictine communities were hosts to three Tibetan
monks during the course of the Summer and Fall of
83, We were deeply impressed by the authenticity
and dedication of these men and moved with
compassion for their suffering and exile. We were
able to share their visit with the wider Corning-
Elmira community.

® Wetookthe opportunity of the 500th anniversary
of Martin Luther's birth and Baptism to invite
“rofessor Douglas John Hall of the Religious Studies
— Dept of McGill University to speak to us and to the
Luthern congregations in our area.

@ COur annual Hospitality Day, the Fall Festival,
will be 16 Sept this year. Last year's celebration was

the world awaits in hope to be kneaded into its mass,
its Mass, and its masses.

A Madles

a very fine one and we received such favorable
comment on the simplified format of the Day and
such praise for the prizes made of the wool of our
flock, that we will do it in a similar way again this
year. We appreciate Saving Stamps and volunteer
help on 16 Sept.

® We are deeply grateful to our visitors who share
their faith and lives with us. We would like to
mention Fr Bernard de Soos OSB, Director of
Aide-Inter-Monasteries, a Secretariat established
by the Benedictine Abbots in 1961 to assist the
monasteries of the young churches of the Third
World. Fr Bernard showed us slides of West African
monasteries and Dzogbegan in Togo, Africa where
he was Prior for 15 yrs and which now has a native
Superior.

® Sister Marie Julianne SSMN, former Provincial
of the Sisters of 5t Mary of Namur has been working
at a refugee center in Thialand. Again we appre-
ciated the technology that enables us to see pho-
tographic slides of the life there. Justice and Peace
do not exist for these refugees. Prayer, courage,
money, and political action must come from us to
these homeless. We have no permanent home here
either and must live that truth.
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100% pure wool from our flock

100% woal Fishermen tvpe varns fwo and
three ply and lcelandic type bulky,
Send a selfl addressed envelope for

free samples and order forms.
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A — Mount Saviour Chapel
314" dia. $6.00

SOUVENIER OF MOUNT SAVIOUR

designed by Brother Stephen
made by Barbara Sekella
Black stitchery on natural
color fabric.
Polished brass finish frame.

B — Mount Saviour Sheep
214" dia. $4.00
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FROM OUR BOOKSTORE:

Dray By Day, The MNatre Dame Prayecbook for sludents 208 pps. 5295
A Christinn Prayerbook, Psalms, Poems & Prayers for the Church's Year. Poetry,
praver. psalms, canticles & bible readings provide a regular pattern of Morning
& FEvening Prayer varied o reflect the seasons of the year and major Christian
festivals. Edited by Peter Cooghlin, Ronald Jasper, Teresa Rodrigues,

osh. pbk 5343
Praver, Our Journey Home, marked for life; prayver in the Easter Christ, by Dame
Maria Boulding, osh, phk 3350

The Coming of God, We are an Advent people; looking for the coming of Ged
in events, in people, in praver. By Dame Maria Boulding esh.

206 pgs pbk  $9.00
Martin Luther, an illustrated biography, by Peter Manns. Intraduction by Jaroslay
Pelekan, illus. hiw, cal. HC 51495
I Asked for Wonder, A spiritue! anthology, Abraham Joshua Heschel, editor 5.H.
Dresner 123 pgs pbk 57.93
Souls on Fire, Portrails & legends of Hasidic masters, by Elie Wiesel. Syn-
chronology, map. 268 pgs. phk 3695
Ques! For God, Sludies in Prayer & Symbolism by Abeaham Joshua Heschel

151 pgs pbk 5543
Glory of the Lord, vol 1, Seeing the Form by Hans Urs von Balihasar

636 pgs HC 53500
Afterlife, the other side of dying. Moelon Kelsey 320 pgs phbk $58.93
Warship, Christian worship seen in ils deepest sense, i a response of man 1o the
aternal, Evelyn Underhill 3B pps pbk  §12493
Creative Suffering, by Paol Tournier . . . how each of us can lurn @ moment of
sorrow or distress into the means for impelling our lives loward new sensitivily,
enlightenment and fruitfulness. 146 pgs HO 51043
Iriraduction bo the Devout Life, 5. Francis de Sales written for Christians in every
walk of life and for every age .... spiritual inspiration during our daily
alfairs, pbk  54.93
Through Sex To Love, escape from the emolional wasteland of recreational sex,
Father John H. McGoey. 162 pes  phk 3330
15 The Homosexual My Neighbor? by Letha Scanzoni, and Virginia B, Mollenkott.
The Author's charilable approach &5 in the New Testament tradition,

150 pgs pbk §6.95
Christ Among-Us, A modern presentation of the Catholic Faith. Third revised

adition. Anthony Wilkelm. 470 pgs 54.95
The Vision of God, Viadimir Lossky pbk 5695
Of Water & The Spiril Liturgical study of Baptism by Alexander
Schmemann pbk 8593
i The Divine lmages St [ohe of Damascus pbk 8393
CIn The Incornotion 5t Athanasius pbk §3.95
On The Holy Spirit, 5t. Basil the Great pbk $3.95
Life In Christ, by Nicholas Cabasilas pbk 8795
The Mmm’r}g of 1kons. by Vladimir Lossky and Leonid Ouspensky. 224 pgs, 8 x
12, illus. in full color & BW ;ﬁ;é sgg.gg
L

Stress, Loss & Grief, Underslanding their origing & growth potential, by John M.
Schneider, Ph.D 296 pgs pbk 321935
Our Family Book Of Lt'l{e, by the Benedictine Monks of Conception Abbey,
Calligrapic text & symbaols, white washable cover stamped in gold, blank pages
for &ulus. two pages of commenlary for each sacramental celebration, gift
boxed. HC §12.93
81, Peler's Barn, print of the watergolor by Br. Luke Pape, Four color offset an
80 pound texl paper; limiled number, signed & numbered by the arist.
21 x 14 inches §20.00
13 x 9inches $15.00
+ Postage & packing on prints, add §1.50
Send orders to — MOUNT SAVIOUR SHOP
1825 Mount Saviour Road
Pine City, NY 14871-9770
New York State cuslomers, please add 7% sales fax.
Postage & packing, please add $1.00,
Thank you,
Brother Luke Pape

[607) 734-1688

Monastic Studies Vol. 13 Autumn 1932 Easl/Wes! & things monastic.  $12350
Yol, 14 Advent 1933 Celtic Monasticsm. 315 pgs 51500
Back issues of 4, 8, 8, 10, 11, 12 are still available,
Monasticisn ond the Arls, Edited by Timothy Gre%m'y Verdon assisted by John
Dally; Forword by Joha W. Cook. A profusely illustrated collection of essays
presented at Yale University and 51, Anselm’s Abbey in honour of the 151h
centenary o5 Seint Benedict, 368 pgs  cloth 53493
pbk 81693
Benedicl's Disciples, Edited by D. H. Farmer. It is aboul PEOPLE; these form an
impressive procession reaching from the Bth to the 20th cenlury.
354 pgs 2 maps HC 52473
Jerusalem Bible, Alexander Jones, General Editor. New medern English version,
Thin paper edition, semi-flexible. boxed, black/red/white/hinding §32.95

Two volume edition, complete texts, noles & introductions. £35.95
Wew testament, Large-tvpe Readers Edition, 20 poinl type §14.93
The New English Bible, With Apocrypha, Oxford Study Edition, with 4 special
articles, seloct incex, full color maps. Hard cover, cloth. 21,85
Library edition, 2 volumes, cloth, hard cover $19.95

Childran’s Bible, W. Hillman ofm softbound, illus. color.
A Child’s Bible, Ol Testament full color illus. 370 pgs 393
A Child’s Bible, New Testamen! full color illus. E74 pgs. 5395
Listen, Themes from the Bible retold for children, illus. color HC $§7.43
Jesus Loves Ghildren, by Chrisline Brusselmans, llus. color,
I Meet Jesus, He tells me T love vou™. by Jean Vanier illus., color, £7.95
A Young Person’s Book Of Cathelic Signs & Symbols, Francis Tiso £3.50

The Psalms, A New Tronslelion, singing version, with & note on the Chrislian
significance of each psalm, by Alexander Jones. phk 345

Understonding The Psalms, by 8r. Mary Winefride Heffey, It will be found of
practical value to those who feel the need of simple guide 1o the Psalter.

206 pes pbk 5495
Biblical Meditations For Lent by Fr. Cacroll Sthulmueller phk 8285
Biblizal Meditalions For Eoster, by Fr. Carroll Sthulmueller phk $2.85
The Liturgical Year, Vol, 2 Lent, by Adrian Nocenl phk  $10.00
The Liturgical Year, Vol. 3 Paschal Triduum, Esster season phk  &10.00
Believe The Good News, daily meditations on Lenten Masses by Fr. Laurence
Emeric osh pbk $5.75
Sabbath Time, for contemperary Cheistians, by Tilden Edwaeds, My hope in (hese
pages is 1o open and deepen for us the promise of sabbath lime a5 an inlegral

95 pes 8295

demension of the Christian life. HC 21095
Sunday Morning, a lime for worship, Mark Searle ed, phk 5505
Liturgy & Soefal Justice, Mark Searle ed. phk 8550
New Liturgy, New Laows, Kevin Seasoltz, osh. phk 785
Commeniary On The Divine Liturgy, understanding belter the spirit of Orthodox
worship, by Nicholas Cabasilas. phk 3595
Swcroment Of Salvation, by Bishop Kevin McNamara 225 pgs HC 250
Spiritual Guidance, Josef Sudbrack. phk 395

An Experience Of Celibacy, by Keith Clask ofm 176 pgs  phk 8495
Walking With Loneliness, Paula Ripple FSPA 160 pgs phk 3405
Embodied In Love, the sacramental spirituality of sexual intimacy, by C.A.
Gallagher 8], Geo. A. Maloney 3], Dr. Mary F. Rousseau 176 pgs  pbk 58.95
The Art Of Biblical Norretive, Robart Alter, the distinguished critic and professor
of Hebrew & comparative literalure takes the bold step of reading the Bible as
a literary creation. HC 51395
Sexism & God-Talk, by Rosemary R Ruether 289 pps HC $16.95
Waoman I'n Christian Tradition, George H, Tavard 257 pgs phk 8495
Waman, Earth & Spiril, by Helen M. Luke. The feminine in symbol and myth.:

102 pgs pbk 5595

The Divine Feminine, the biblical imagery of God as female, by Virginia R.
Muollenkan 128 pgs  HC $1095

HC 595 .
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