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OPEN HOUSE FOR PUBLIC
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
11:00 A.M.: High Mass followed by guided tours of the new buildings
except during Divine Office
Refreshments available in the Food Tent
1:45: None followed by Rosary
4:30: Drawing for Raffle Prizes
5:00: Vespers and Benediction

TO REACH MOUNT SAVIOUR

Fram iho Eail, lake Reute 17 e Elmira and  From the Wesl: From Roule 17 In East Corn-
follow Reowle 17€ through Elmirs. Al the ing toke Route 17E through Big Flats, Turn
blinker ol waslern ety lmity, tern loft, Cross  right ab blinker bofars entering Elmira, cress
bridge and follow gns. bridge and follaw signs,

REQUEST FOR MASS OFFERINGS

We are able to fulfill many more requests to offer Masses than
we Are now receiving.

We shall be glad to send to those who request them a supply
of Mass cards for the living and the dead. These may be sent to
the family of the deceased or to the person whose name day, birth-
day, wedding day, or other special anniversary you may wish to
remember in this way.

In our diocese the offering for low Mass is $3.00; for a Low
Mass on a special date, $5.00; and for High Mass, which is the
community sung Mass, $10.00, Thoese who cannot afford these
stipends are asked to send what they can, and we shall see that their
intentions are cared for.

THE BENEDICTINE MONASTF
OF MOUNT BAVIOUR

Pine City, M. Y. 14871

NEWSLETTER August, 1964

BISHOP KEARNEY TO BLESS NEW BUILDINGS
SEPTEMBER 14th

We are happy to announce that Bishop James E.

Keamey, Ordinary of Rochester Diocese, will bless our

new monastery on Monday, September 14, Just a little

over thirteen years since turning the first spade for our

chapel, the Bishop will honor Mount Saviour by dedicating the new per-
manent quarters,

The actual ceremony of blessing will be on the 14th,  (Invitations
will be sent out.) The public is invited to inspect the new buildings at
our Open House, Sunday, Sept. 13, beginning with High Mass at 11:00
AM. The schedule of events is printed elsewhere in this issuc.

With the completion of the Northwest and Northeast Buildings, our
construction master-plan is more than hall realized, The Northwest Build-
ing contains sleeping quarters, library, study and classroom space for the
monks, It is the secluded "inner room” of the monastery. The Northeast
Building is for activity, work and administration. Here, guests are wel-
comed in the porter's lodge and parlors. The chapter room, refectory,
kitchen, laundry and tailor shop are here. This building represents the
hustle and bustle of Martha whiiIc the other represents the quict and repose
of her sister, Mary.

Ower six hundred donors have contributed to the Building Fund but
there is still a large debt outstanding. If all who receive this Newsletter
contributed one share, the cost of one square loot of building, fiftecn dollars,
we could pay off a large part of our debt.

CHRIST OF THE DESERT

For quite a while we had been thinking of making a foundation, Things
suddenly crystalized this spring.  Then Archbishop James Davis of Santa
Fe, New Mexico, answered our request o settle in his diocese in o very
understanding and fatherly way.

On June 16, just before Compline, our three pioneers, Fathers Aelred,
Placid, and Basil received a crucifix, a copy of the Holy Rule, and a bre-
viary as the foundation stones for the new “Monastery of Christ of the
Desert.” At dawn the next moming they sct out on their long drive to
Abiquiu, N. M. Some excerpts from letters we have received will give
you an impression of the place in its first beginnings.

Reverend Father Damasus paid a visit and wrote to Father Gregory
and all at Mount Saviour: “The whole visit at ‘Christ of the Desert' was
one of the happiest experiences of my life here in the US.A, It all went
so well. 1 was able to be with them on July 11, the Solemnity of St, Bene-
dict, and to celebrate Mass in the little chapel, which in all its poverty
and simplicity looked so well and in good taste. I rejoiced to find the
three brethren in good spirits and assisted in the most gencrous way by
Larry Croake and Bernard McDonald.



HORTHWEST HORTHEAST BUILDIMG
BUILDING CHAPEL

"When 1 got there on Saturday afternoon, Father Aelred was busy
in the kitchen, Mexican crockery in the most vivid colors was neatly laid
out on the refectory table, The plates and dishes were painted and glazed
in a great variety of patterns and were terribly inexpensive, of course, But
one could not help feeling vight at home and a part of the general set-up
down there, where Spanish and Indians have met. From my vantage
point at the altar, 1 could let my eyes wander [rom the crucifix on the
altar (the one that Father Aclred received at the moment of departure)
through the first door into the dining room, and through the next door
to the stove, a certain culmination point.”

A few days earlier Father Placid had written, in his amuzing way:

"Our five tents are set up in an extensive grove of big old wrees near
the riverbank, and 300 or 400 yeards north of the four room adobe house.
I've never tented overnight before, but the past two nights went very
well, The biggest difficulty lies in entering and leaving the tent. It is
only 5 feet 6 inches high in the center, and slopes right down to the ground
on cither side. Thank God, there is a pair of screen flaps that zip ogether
at the entrance, otherwise lile would be unbearable from the first moment
because of the insects.

“Larry and Bernard constructed a long, well-appointed lavatory table
in the middle of the camp-grove. Along one side of the table are ranged
three mirrors attached to uprights, On the sides of these uprights hang
six plastic wash-basing , , . The whole construction is set up on two big
wooden spools like the one I'm using as a table, and it was completed in
a few hours by the two aforementioned experts,”

Father Basil, in a more bucolic vein, writes on August 1: “This is
really a nice, quiet spot and it makes one understand why people from
the area take exception 10 our calling this place Christ of the Desert:
the tamarisk trees just outside the house, then further down, at the well,
the big box elders, the green ficld beyond them (it's only tumbleweed, but
it looks enough like grass to make you happy). Then comes the river, sage
Lrush and more trees on the other side and finally 10 top it all, the painted
cliffs with ponderosa pines sprawled for hundreds of feet below and above
thern,"

TRIP TO EUROPE

During March, business called Reverend Father Damasus to Europe.
Reverend Father and Father Martin (this was his first trip to the “old
country”) visited people and places in Belgivm, Germany, laly and Spain,
during a three week journcy, Of course Rome was on the schedule and
the highlight there was a private audience with Pope Paul VI. When

BARN & SHOP Phote by Jim Walih of Elmira Star-Gazelte

PRESEMT MOMASTERY

Reverend Father entered, the Holy Father had ready on his desk an auto
graphed copy of the Constitution on the Liturgy, In the course of thei
conversation, the Holy Father emphasized his great hope in the Churel
in the United States,

ECUMENICA

Apart from the many welcome visits by groups from non-Catholi
churches of the area, one of the things that has made us happy about the
ecumenical movement recently was lﬁz retreat conducted here in June by
Reverend Father Damasus which had among its participants Catholic
priests and non-Catholic ministers, The initiative had been taken by dio:
cesan priests who wished to come here with minister friends to make
retreat as o token of the bonds that these recent years of peace amon
Christians have cemented between them., It was our pleasure to be abl
to welcome this group as we would welcome any guests.

The secret of peace is honesty and charity. Peace among Christian:
is, in a modest way, a monastery's business, too. Hospitality is the mos
fitting way for us to contribute to this peace. Consequently we were de
lighted to be able to rceive the Most Reverend Thomas Roberts, S.]., forme
Archbishop of Bombay. Archbishop Roberts was beginning a lecture tous
in the United States under the sponsorship of the Fellowship of Reconcilia
tion. Having had members of the Fellowship here for retreat, we weri
recommenned to the Archbishop as o stop on his trip through upper New
York State. The Archbishop spoke twice to the community, and once ir
Elmira, sponsored at Elmira College by the Newman Club,” There can b
no doubt that his charm gives sincere and charitable access o non-Catho
lies while dulling the impact of his casually radical stand on many ques
tions now being discussed among Catholics. -

Among forays outside the monastery must be included two for whicl
special thanks are due the Anglican Church. In January the Anglican
community of Saint John the Evangelist, the Cowley Fathers, in Cam.
bridge, Mass,, welcomed our Father Benedict as participant in an ccumeni-
cal gathering, In April, Father Benedict represented Mount Saviour
as guest of the Episcopal Student Association in Dartmouth College, Han.
over, N. ., which with the Catholic Thomas Aquinas Center was join!
sponsor of a series of coumenical activities involving the Catholic and Epis-
copal students at Dartmouth,

Last fall, Fr, David went o the University of Michigan, at Ann Arbor,
where he gave a lecture “Why a man becomes a monk.” This lecture stirved
up much interest in the monastic life among Catholics and non-Catholie:
alike.

[



h of Eimire Stor-Gozette

dy on his desk an auto-
n the course of their
at hope in the Church

ups from non-Catholic
ade us happy about the
ducted here in June by
5. participants Catholic
had bren taken by dio-
iste=-{riends to make a
3 of peace among
i y.casure to be able
guests.

Jeace among Christians
Hospitality is the most
nsequently we were de-
aas Roberts, §.]., former
eginning a lecture tour
‘ellowship of Reconcilia-
re for retreat, we were
rip through upper New
omimunity, and once in
an Club. There can be
e access to non-Catho-
il stand on many ques-

included two for which

January the Anglican
wley Fathers, in Cam-
rticipant in an ecumeni-
sented Mount Saviour
artmouth College. Han-
|juinas Center was joint
r the Catholic and Epis-

Jichigan, at Ann Arbor,
nk.” This lecture stirred
olics and non-Catholics

RECENT PROFESSIONS AND CLOTHINGS

Within recent months four novices took simple vows. This was the
first group o novices professed since Father Gregory was appointed novice
master. W¢ now have a group of ten in si::iﬁz vows. Br. Joscph San
Fratello is {fom Batavia, a town in “up-state” New York. Br. Michael Oehl
and Br. Cypian Turner were neighbors when they lived in Brooklyn, New
?'o:lk. (J)%hr"d the fourth is a mid-Westerner, Br. Bernard Lambert of Cleve-
and, Ohio.

Our twe novices are Robert Humphrey of Rochester, Mass., and Jack
Mszher of Trenton, N. J. The former received the Benedictine scholar,
Bede the Veaerable, as his patron and the latter’s patron is the martyr and
soldier, St. jebastian. We welcome Brothers Bede and Scbastian to our
family.

FARM REPORT BY FATHER JOHN

We hac our third dry summer on the farm. The first crop of hay
was fair but there was no second growth to speak of. This year, in addition
to making frass silage, we baled hay. The many bales made Brother
Matthew qute an expert at stacking them. Brother Bruno did the raking,
which gave 1im much experience at driving a tractor. We hope to have
a good corn crop for silage which will make up for some of the hay we did
not get. ‘We need rain badly now in order to have a good hay crop next
year. We as: you to join our prayers for rain. Please also pray Tor all the
farmers whohave suffered much from three years of drought in the North-
east. May God reward you.

Brother Elias is now orchard man since Father Placid went to *"Christ
of the Desen” in New Mexico. It looks as if we will have a good apple
crop this year, The peach trees are alse doing well but it will be a few more
years before they bear fruit in abundance. A fuzzy grey groundhog made
several hole: in the orchard. Brother Anthony wrapped him before he
could do any more damage.

Father Francis and Brother Elias take care of our bees. One day they
did a fine job of getting 2 swarm of bees out of 2 linden tree. A hive was
set up under the tree and within a few hours the swarm entered it. We
all breathed more freely after that!

We haw: had several able helpers on the farm. Larry Croake of East
Orange, N. |, stayed with us for over a year as a volunteer worker. We
owe Larry nuch gratitude for all the work he did and the good cheer he
showed in hs tasks, Larry heard the call, “Go West, young man”, and
consequently is now helping our brothers at “Christ of the Desert”, Bernard
McDonald, o St. Louis, Mo. is also lending a much needed and appreciated
hand there br the summer months. At Mount Saviour we had Joseph Liu
and James Hall with us for the summer. Joseph is a native of Hong Kong
and is studying at St. John's, Collegeville, Minn. Jim is the son of our
Oblates Mr.and Mrs. James Hall of Elmira. Joe Liu was the pguest of the
Hall family (or the summer. Joe and Jim did a fine job of removing brush
from land ve want to reforest in a few years.

We alsc would like to thank our [riend Donald Bowles of Elmira who
helped us tc purchase two new hay wagons and an orchard sprayer.

FATHER LUKE, THE GUESTMASTER, REPORTS:

“Sinee the new year we have accomodated over 500 guests, retreatants,
and relatives of the community at Mount Saviour guest houses. Among
those who trought us special joy were the following: Bishop John Gran,
0.C.5.0., of Norway, whe spoke to us of the work of the Vatican Couneil
in preparatiin for its next session; Father Peter Minard, O.5.B., our former
novice mastir, who spent a few days here before his final preparations to
begin a smal community in North Carolina; and 2 group of five deacons
who made a retreat in preparation for their ordination to the priesthood.
(We would like to welcome other groups of deacons on retreat.)”
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OBLATES — A WORD FROM THEIR DIRECT OR, FR. BENEDICT
What are oblates? Let us give you an example.

Over a year ago a man wrote from Glen Oaks, Long Island, saying
that he had been directed to do so by Father Joseph Mondel, our Oblate
Brother Richard Whiting. The style of the letter was strong, and turned
out to be a true reflection of the man. The man behind the style was
Everett Martin. He had recently been received into the Catholic Church
by Father Mondel and was in search of further commitment. He was not
unhappy or at loose ends in his parish; he had in fact bc&';.l.ﬂ training as
a lay reader for the parish liturgy and belon d to more than one of the
parish organizations. After some correspondence I met Evercte Martin
during an Oblate trip to New York City. You will have to forgive a certain
clannishness if 1 admit that I found in him an admirable fellow Ceit. He
was no monk, however, and admitted that he enjoyed much of what he
encountered in work, in people, in all things. He was secking a means of
dee?ening in the liturgical and ascetical life, and wanted, as he said, to
be “tamed” and made more effective as a Christian. His most wonderful
“work” was as apprentice lay reader in Our Lady of Sneows Church, Floral
Park, L. I. His reason for turning to the monastery lay in his feeling that
it would take the somewhat more intensive monastic approach to give sub-
stance to what he felt had been a life of mere style, though, since he never
abandoned it while becoming an admirable Christian, he must have per-
ceived at least intuitively that goodness is not unacquainted with style. We
became good friends and he became Oblatc novice Brother Comgall of
Mount Saviour. Comgall was an Irish monk approximately contemporary
with Saint Benedict in the sixth century, though likely a good deal more
severe than Saint Benedict. Everctt-Comgall somehow did not look the
part, unless one bear in mind that the Celts are 2 flamboyant type, even in
asceticism.  Whenever we met, Everett-Comgall would absorb quantities
of Mount Saviour lore, ungl the day came when he could restrain himself
no longer and he made definitive plans to visit. It was my pleasure to be
able to drive to the monastery with Everett-Comgall and his wife Wendy
after the May Oblate meeting in New York City. They were not disap-
pointed in the monastery, and left for home on a Sunday. At seven Wed-
nesday morning came the call telling of his death of a heart attack two
hours earlier. I honestly confessed above that there is a certain amount
of clannishness in all this, but now that May has come to August T still
feel that Mount Saviour will long be the richer for having attracted the
oblation of Everett-Comgall Martin. One of the morc touching paradoxes
put into words by Pope John XXIIT is: magna igitur fex est humilitas et
lenitudo: the great law, after all, is mildness and humility. It was this,
among other things, that Everett-Comgall sought and belicved he found
here. Since he had visited Mount Saviour only once at the time of his
death, most of the community as well as most of you will have to take my
word for it that beyond the bluster and magnificent indignation, mildness
and humility were at the heart of the new Comgall, in such measure as
would give a monk or nun much to strive to imitate.

Making the necessary adaptations, the same could be said of Brother
Thomas More (Mr. Sidney) Wilkin of Rochester. If Brother Comgall
passed across our sky with the Aash of a comet, Brother Thomas More
had long been a small, steady star in the galaxy of friends of Mount Saviour.
At his passing on the 22nd day of March he left the memory of a mildness
and humility proverbial to all who knew him, and sure to put him in the
agreeable company of John XXIII. The sympathy of all here is expressed
once more to the widows Mrs. Wendy Martin and Mrs. Eloise (Sister
Francesca) Wilkin.

Somewhere in all this lies a definition of an Oblate. If you can sift
it free please send it on to Father Benedict. May God reward you.
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